By the King, 


c haue (before this time) made knowen to 


toꝛding to the right of our Sutteſſion, as it would euer nouriſh in 
vs an carneſt deſire to ſhewe our fclues carctull in all things, 
to pꝛeſerue their greateſt affection, and to anſwere that crpectatt- 
on, Which (by their toyfull maner ok reteiunng vs) Wee perceined they Had contemed 
of our gouernment. Whercok, as we well know, that Pances cannot yeeld, moze generall, 
moze cleare, 02 p2ofitable pꝛoofe to their people, then by redꝛeſſing abuſes, wherewith 
they finde their Subiects iuſtly gricued, either in tonſtitution, oꝛ adminiſtration of their 
Lawes in becing, oꝛ by ſeeking to eſtabliſh newe Lawes foz them, agreeable to the 
rules of Juſtice, whenſoeuer time doth diſcouer any defects in the foꝛmer Policy. oꝛ When ac- 
cidents in the State of any Common wealth require new o2dinances:; So ſeeing both theſe 
things ( which are of ſo great moment in a State) haue accuſtomed to bee conſidered and oz- 
dered (as in this ſo in other well gouerned Common wealths) by a Lawtullaſſembly ofthe 
thꝛee Eſtates ot the Realme,commonly called The Parlament, We were deſirous to haue 
ſummoned them long ſince foꝛ that purpoſe, ifthe Intection ( reigning in the City of London 
and other places of our Kingdome) would haue permitted the Concourſe of lo great a multi⸗ 
tude into one place, as that Aſſembly muſt neteſſarily bing with it. Which great Contagion 
being now by the goodneſſe of God abated, and likely (as we hope) to be ſhoꝛtly quite ertin⸗ 
guiſhed in and about the ſayd City, Wee haue reſolued to hold a Parliament at our Citie of 
weſtminſter, as ſoone as we ſhall finde, that the ſame may be done without the perill afoꝛe⸗ 
ſaid. In which, as God doth know, that we haue nothing to pꝛopound fo: ſatiſtattion ot any 
pꝛiuate deſire, 02 particular pꝛofite of our owne, but meerely and onelyto conſult and reſolue 
with our louing Subiects of all choſe things, which may beſt eſtabliſh the Publike good, 
with the generall ſafety and tranquillity of this Nealme: (on which it hath pleaſed Godto 
multiply ſo many bleſſings) ſo to the intent that this aſſembly of our Parliament (being 
grounded vpon fo ſyntere an intent on our part) may be matched with a like integritie on 
theirs, And as it is the firſt in our Raigne,ſo to be found not onely woꝛthy of the High Title it 
beareth, to be the Higheſt Counlell of the Ningdonie, but alſo to be a Pꝛeſident foꝛ hercafter ot 
the true vle of Parliaments, we haue bethought our ſelfe, of as many wayes and meanes,as 


may be, to pꝛeuent thoſe inconnentences, Which dayly ariſe and multiply by the peruertingok 
thole ancient good oꝛders, which were deuiled by the wiledome of foꝛmer times to bee obſer- 
ued in talling of Parliaments. 

Amonglt which, betauſe there is no one point of greater conſequence, then the well chuſing 
of Knights and Burgeſſes, who as they doe pꝛeſent the body of the third Eſtate, ſo being 
eligible by multitude there are often many vnſit perſons appointed fo2 that ſeruite: And 
where it is ſo well knowen to euery pꝛiuate man of wit and iudgement (much moꝛe to Us 
who haue had ſo long experience of Zzingly Gonerninent) Howtlkeffects doe follow, when 
ſuch as haue to doe in matters of Commonwealth, ſhall tome othat great and Common 
Councel, with other then publike minds, ſyntere, and voyd of any factions humour oꝛ depen⸗ 
dentie: We doe hereby ſtraightly charge and admontſh all perſons intereſſed in the choiſe of 
Knights foꝛthe Shires, Firſt, thai the Knights foꝛ the County be ſeletted out ofthe paine- 
pall Anights oz Gentlemen of ſufficient hability within that Countie wherein they are cho- 
ſen : And foꝛ the Burgeſſes, that choice be made of men of ſufficiency and diſcretion without 
any parttall reſpects , o2 factious combination , which alwayes bꝛeed ſuſpitions, that moꝛe 
care is taken to compaſle pꝛiuate ends, then to pzoutde {02 making good and wholeſome 
Lawes fo: the Realine. And becavſeitisnomoze poſſible to dꝛawe ſound Counſels and re⸗ 
ſoluttons from intonſiderate 02 infuiricient ſpirits, then to haue a ſound oꝛhealthfull body 
compoſed of weake and imperkect members: We doikewile admomſh all perſons to whom 
it doth appertaine, That ſeeing the dealing intauſes of Parliament, requires conuentencie 
of pecres and experience, there maybe great heede taken by all thoſe that wal be accompted 
loucrs of their Countrey, That both Knights and 2Zurgeflcs map be choſen accozdingly, 
without deſire in any particiler men to pleale parents oꝛ friends, that often ſpeake foꝛ their 
chudꝛen oꝛ kinne, though they bee very poung, and little hable to diſcerne what Tawes are 
fit to bind a ommon wealth, To the toulultation whereofthole perſons would be lelected 
pꝛincipallp, of whoſe grauity and modeſt conuerſation men are likeſt generally to concetue 
beſt opunon. 

Next and aboue all things, conterning that one of the maine Pillars of this Eſtate, is the 
pꝛeſeruation of Unmtic in the pꝛofeſſion of ſintere Religion of Alnughty God: We doe alſo ad⸗ 
monilh that there be great tare taken, to auoyd the choice of any perſons either noted foꝛ their 

Superſtitious blindeneſſe one way, oz foꝛ their turbulent humoꝛs other wayes : becauſe 
their diſozderly and vnquiet Spirits, will diſturbe all the diſcreet and modeſt pꝛoteeding in 
that greateſt aud graueſt Councill. Further wee doe command, that an expꝛeſſe care bee 
had, that there be not choſen any perſons Banquerupts oꝛ Outlawed, but men ofunowen 
good behauiour and ſufficient liuelphood, and ſuch as are not onely taxed to the payment of 
Subſidies and other like charges, but alſo haue oꝛdmarilp paped and ſatiſfied the ſame, 
Nothing being moꝛe abſurd in any Common wealth, then to permit thoſe to haue free voices 
fo: Lawe making , by whoſe owne Actes they are exempted from the Lawes pꝛotection. 
Next, that all Shtriffes be charged that they doe not direct any Pꝛetept foz electing and re- 
turning of any Burgeſſes to oꝛ foꝛ any ancient Bozough towne within their Counties, be- 
ing ſo vtterly ruined and decayed, that there are not ſufficient Neſiants to make ſuch choice, 
and of whom lawfull election may be made, Allo to charge all Cities and Bozoughes, and 
the inhabitants ofthe ſame, that none of them icale any Blanckes, referring oꝛ leauing to any 
others to inſert the names of auy Citizens oꝛ Burgeſſes, to ſerue foꝛ any ſuch Citie 02 Bo- 
rough, but that the Inhabitants of cucry ſuch Citie 02 Boꝛough, doe make open and free 
Election attoꝛding to the Lawe, and ſet downe the names of the perſons whom they choole, 
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Furthermoꝛe Wenotifie by theſe Pꝛelents, that all Retournes and Certilicats of Knights, 
Citizens and Burgeſſes, ought and are to be bꝛought to the Chancery , and there to be filed of 
Recozd, And if any ſhall be found to be made contrary to this Pꝛoclamation, the ſame is to 
be reietted as vnlawfull and inſuffitient, and the Citie oꝛ Boꝛough to be fined foꝛ the ſame. 
And if it be found that they haue committed any groſſe oz wilfull default and contemptin 
their Election, Retourne, oꝛ Certificate, That then their Liberties accoꝛding to the Tawe. 
are to be ſetzed into our handes, as foꝛteited. And if any perſon take vpon him the place of 
Kuight, Citizen, oꝛ Burgeſſe, not being duely Elected, Retourned, and ſwoꝛne acco2ding to 
the Lawes and Statutes in that behalfe pꝛouided, and atcoꝛding to the purpoꝛt, effect and 
true meaning of this our Pꝛoclamation, Then euerp perſon lo offending to bee fined and un 
puloned foꝛ the lame. 

Wet doe alſo hereby give warning to the Toꝛds and others that are to ſerue inthis Par. 
liament, to haue ſpeciall care, (as they tender our diſpleaſure) That they admitte none to 
haue the name oꝛ countenance of their ſeruants + attendants, during the Parliament, ſeeing 
ſuch queſtions of Painiledge haue in times paſt conſuined a great part of the tiinc appopnted 
fo: the Parliament, Wherby the ſeruice foꝛ the Realme hath bene hindered,andthe Sulnects 
dꝛawen to great charges and crpences,by attending much longer then otherwiſe needed. 

Hauing at this time bene the moꝛe tarefull to ſet downe a particular Oꝛder x fozewarning 
foꝛ pꝛcuentuig of theſe leuerall abuſes afoꝛe mentioned, that thereby there may ariſe at that 
Publike and folenine meeting, ſuch a Comely pꝛopoꝛtion and laudable Sympathy betweene 
the honouravle, wit, and neteſlarie Lawes that are to be made and eſtabliſhed at this Parli⸗ 
ament, and the tommendable dilcretion, with all other wile and vertuous qualities mecte 
fo: ſuch perſons as are to be the members and aſſiſters of Us, in ſo honourable, lawfull, and 
neceſſary an Action, as may both put Us, and all our good Subiects in a ſure erpectation of 
a happy iſlue to follow thereupon : Wee doubt not but theſe our Directions thus made ma 
mfc(t, ſhall be duely obſerued, acco2ding to the impoꝛtant conſequence thereof, and the perill 
ok our heauie diſpleaſure to all thoſe that ſhall offend in the contrary, 


Giuen at our Honour of Hampton Court, the eleuenth day of January, in the 
firſt peere of our reigne of England, France and Jreland, and of Scotland 
the ſcuen and thirticth, 


God ſaue the King. 
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